Parcan Data Sheet

Parcans are a simple, common and cheap fixture that comes in a variety of configura-
tions. Parcan is short for Parabolic Aluminised Reflector Can. The term ‘Can’ refers to
their distinctive shape. A number after the word PAR indicates the size of the lamp in
eighths of an inch. So a PAR64 fixture is designed for a lamp 8 inches in diameter.

Oval Beams?

The parabolic reflector
on PARG64 and PAR56
cans projects a beam
which is an image of
the filament. The fila-
ment is approximately
twice as long as it is
wide resulting in an
oval shaped beam. The
orientation of this beam

can be changed by
rotating the ceramic of
the par lamp.
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Parcan Data Sheet

Caution Rotating a PARG64 or 56 ceramic usually involves putting your hand
inside the back of the fixture. Always look first. If there are cracks in the ceramic or
loose/exposed wires DO NOT continue. If you are working outdoors and it is raining or
there is high humidity DO NOT continue. Additionally you will need gloves if the lamp
has been powered for more than a moment due to the heat buildup around the
ceramic. The elimination of these hazards is one factor behind venues upgrading to
Source 4 PARs and their derivatives. See below.

Variations

Accessories

Application PARG64s are great for big colour washes where the lack of control
won'’t be missed. Additionally there are a number of rock and roll looks that can only be
achieved with PARG4s or their variants. At just 300 watts 8 x PAR56 can be powered off
a single 2400w circuit, making them am economical colour wash and a good choice for
worklight/houselight. Birdies are the ideal tool for getting into tight spaces and providing
controlled footlight. These features combined with their durability and low price tag
make parcans a core fixture in any inventory.




